WHAT HAS GONE BEFORE. 
Drs. Alan Grant and Ellie Sattler, 
and three nearly full-grown 

- raptors, have been captured by a 
‘Maniacal crime lord in the South 

: American jungle. Th 


healthy , raptors to attack his 
enemie’ 3, and forces Grant and 
Sattler. to treat the animals when 
‘his training becomes too brutal. 
The third raptor is recuperating 
from wounds suffered earlier, and 
is already being treated by Sattler. 
After weeks of shock treatments, 
the attack/raptors begin to obey 
Rafael’s commands. But maybe -- 
just maybe -- it's not going to be 
quite that simple... 
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YOU SEE, OR. GRANT? 
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UNDER MY COV7ROL NOW! 
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‘After the four issue movie adaptation, a trade 
paperback, a JURASSIC PARK #9 issue (inserted 
free with the trade paperback), a two issue RAPTOR 
series, and now RAPTORS ATTACK, we thought it 
‘was about time we'd open the Jurassic Park Mail- 
bag! We'll open with some comments concerning 
our adaptation of the blockbuster movie: 


To the editor: 


I have two primary goals which I hope to 
achieve through writing this letter. The first is 
to let you know how pleased | am with the 
Topps Comics JURASSIC PARK movie adap- 
tation. | like the fact that you took the script 
almost word for word but the art is better 
than I ever expected from an independent 
comic that wasn’t Image. Perez is really in his 
element but from the art on the cards, I think 
that Simonson would have been a better 
choice. Why was he writing and not drawing? 

My other goal is to talk you out of this poly- 
bagging gimmick that plagues EVERY issue of 
EVERY Topps comic. Are you that insecure 
about the interior substance of your cor 
that you need to bag them ALL? I'll say right 
now that JURASSIC PARK didn’t need it. If 
you want to make cards, stick to cards, but if 
you're interested in comics leave the cards in 
wax packs. Point being: when we buy JURAS- 
SIC PARK comics, we want JURASSIC PARK 
comics and when we want Jurassic Park cards 
we'll buy JURASSIC PARK cards. The unbagged 
edition was a waste of time. Most stores 
didn’t even order it. At $2.50, most people 
would just pay the extra $.50, And as for 
JURASSIC PARK number four...yecch! 

Remember the fan response to Marvel's 
X-FORCE number one with one of five cards 
in each issue? We hated it! It’s no more than a 
selfish, under-handed gimmick to get people 
to buy four copies! And Topps Comics is 
following suit. To quote Mr. Horse from Ren 
and Stimpy, “No sir, I don’t like it.” 

1 would also like to suggest a letter column 
for all your comics. All the successful publish- 
ers have them and I for one enjoy them. Your 
comics are also very expensive. | can afford a 
$2.95 comic now and then but not on a regu- 
lar basis. Furthermore, I'd like to commend 
you for reprinting JURASSIC PARK one 
through four in a trade paperback. 

‘Once again, I’d like to congratulate you on 
a job well done but would like some sort of 
response to my letter. Even if you don’t print 
it, please return my courtesy and let me know 
your feelings. Thank you for your cooperation. 


Ezra Riner 
2009 Pinion Springs Dr. 
Henderson, NV 89014-4114 


RENDERINGS 


First off, Ezra, thanks for all of your letters 
concerning our JURASSIC PARK comics! We read 
every letter that crosses our desks and your input 
is greatly appreciated. 

‘Walter Simonson was chosen to adapt the 
JURASSIC PARK comic because Walter is one of 
‘those guys currently working in the industry that 
is as versatile as they come. As fabulous an artist 
as Walter is we feel that he’s equally adept at 
writing. As much as we would’ve loved to have 
Walter illustrate the adaptation his schedule just 
wouldn’t allow it, as he was embarking on his 
STAR SLAMMERS project for Malibu. We're 
thankful Walter managed to squeeze in the cards 
and trade paperback cover! Besides, we felt that 
the pencilerlinker combination of Gil Kane and 
George Perez was just too good to pass up. 

Concerning your comments on our bagging of 
our comics and inserting cards-The Topps Com- 
pany has a long history of producing quality 
trading cards and the idea of providing cards 
with our comics seemed like the perfect match! 
Inserting cards with our comics would encourage 
fans of Topps trading cards to give our equally- 
fine comics a try. 

Retailer and reader response to our books has 
been overwhelmingly positive, with the excep- 
tion of our polybagging policy. Due to that 
response we are no longer bagging our comics- 
and passing the savings on to you! (We told you 
we read all of our letters!) 

We have plenty of catching up to do, so let’s 
see what everyone thought of our first post- 
JURASSIC PARK mini-series, RAPTOR. 


Dear Ms. Witterstaetter: 


Some thoughts on the first issue of your 
latest JURASSIC PARK mini-series, RAPTOR. 
To be honest, as a rule dinosaurs are not 
my cup of tea. It seems that unless you throw 

in a guy with super-powers, then any pairing 
of dinosaur and human being is going to end 
only one way: human becomes part of the 
food chain he hadn’t planned on. Since the 
number of intriguing ways to show that event 
are perforce limited, sitting through yet 
another round of dinos vs. humans is not high 
up on my list of entertainment options. 

For that reason, I chose not to bother see- 
ing the movie JURASSIC PARK in spite of the 
wonderful reviews that it and its special 
effects garnered. I did, however, opt to check 
out Topps Comics’ four-part adaptation of the 
film...and | enjoyed #1 enough to come back 
for the other three issues. The story ran pret- 
ty much as | expected it to...but Walter 
Simonson’s adaptation coupled with Gil 
Kane's artwork made for nice reading, and it 
was easier on me in four monthly installments 
than sitting in a theatre for two hours would 
have been. 

Nevertheless, once the JURASSIC PARK 
mini-series was over, | shed no tears about its 


absence from the racks...and if someone had 
told me that less than two months later, I'd be 
signing on to support a two-part sequel, I'd 
have checked him for lobotomy scars. 

But then I learned about who'd be writing 
the RAPTOR bool Steve Englehart, who is 
without question one of my idols in this busi- 
ness. 'd even read TEENAGE MUTANT 
NINJA TURTLES if Steve was writing 
for me, that’s dedication! 

| particularly like the way Steve sets this 
story at an ambiguous time following the 
events of the movie. It could be as little as a 
week later, or as long as a year...which is 
great, because it allows this series to essen- 
tially fit anywhere into Jurassic continuity with 
no hassles. One of the things that has always 
hurt DC’s Star Trek series is having to work 
around the continuity of the feature films; all 
too often they've done things in their monthly 
book that follow smoothly from one film, only 
to find that when the next film comes along 
it’s played havoc with the timeline that they've 
established and they have to “fix” it for every- 
one later on. Assuming that tl just the 
first in a string of JURASSIC mini-series, | 
don’t see the same thing becoming a prob- 
lem...at least, not as long as subsequent writ- 
ers are as careful about it as Steve is being here, 

Also present, as usual, is Steve’s beautiful 
and insightful sidll at characterization. Dr. 
Alan Grant and his lovely comrade Ellie are 
very well portrayed here. 

Finally, there is the added menace we see 
in this issue: It was bad enough when the 
newly-cloned dinos were taking over that one 


ind 


lone island, but taking them back to the main- 
land...where they can breed and begin to run 


amok in densely populated areas...is another 
matter entirely! 

It’s also nice to see Armando Gil’s name in 
the credit box once again. Where’s he been 
hiding of late? 

‘One last note before | go: since one of the 
main characters in this series is named Alan 
Grant, and since DC has been making exten- 
sive use of a writer by that same name, 
wouldn’t it be fun to get the real-life Alan 
Grant to script a Jurassic Park project? I think 
it would! 


David Peattie 
4517 Birch Bark Rd. 
Concord, Ca. 94521 


Thanks, David, for your well thought out 
comments on RAPTOR. Alan Grant scripting a 
JURASSIC PARK comic? We have to admit that 
the idea is intriguing, but in the meantime you 
seem to agree with our assertion that Steve 
Englehart is turning in the type of dynamic, over- 
the-top stories that has made Steve one of the 
masters of this medium. 

As for Armando Gil, besides inking issue #6 of 
ZORRO, he’s hard at work on another 2-part 
JURASSIC PARK adventure. 

And finally, David had the following com- 
ments on the “conclusion” of RAPTORS. 


Dear Ms. Witterstaetter: 


Some closing thoughts on the ending of the 
latest JURASSIC PARK mini-series, RAPTOR. 

To be honest, I’m not sure | should be call- 
ing it the ending, being as how the story 
ended on a cliff-hanger admonishing us to pick 
up the next book in the series: RAPTORS 
ATTACK, If you ask me, a eries that 
doesn't tell the complete story before its final 
issue is guilty of breaking (or at least bending) 
some of the truth in advertising laws. 

However, based on the quality of the two 
mini-series Topps has done so far for Jurassic 
Park, ’'m prepared to cheerfully sign on for 
RAPTORS ATTACK and let you slide on this 
mini-deception. This is particularly true if, as | 
suspect, Steve Englehart will be writing the 
next installment, As | may have mentioned in 
the past, Englehart is one of my favorite writ- 
ers and I'll gladly support any book he lends 
his name to. 

I must admit, | got more than my money's 
worth from this two-issue series. Frankly, I 
always used to consider JURASSIC PARK a 

jimited concept...humans discover pock- 

ing dinosaurs on a remote island, 

humans try to exploit dinosaurs, dinosaurs 
break loose and eat most of the humans 
before being destroyed...and with one or two 
minor variations, that’s basically what the 
original JURASSIC PARK movie was all about. 
Of course, the fact that we didn’t see all the 
dinosaurs destroyed by the end of the film left 
the door open for any number of sequels...but 
I felt that before too long, the concept would 
grow tiresome (at least for me) and that I'd 
wind up drifting away from it. 

However, if was going to bet on anyone 
proving me wrong about that, I'd have said it 
would be Englehart,..and sure enough, he did 
just that, Like most people, | tended to gloss 
over the remarks made in the film that the 
raptors were smarter than the other 
dinosaurs and more intelligent than the 
humans would like them to be...! certainly 
never would have expected them to be able to 
do the kinds of things Steve had them doing 
here. The level of scariness these monsters 
command has, for me, increased significantly! 

I'd be remiss if I didn’t also point out that 
the art team of Armando Gil and Dell Barras 
turned in brilliant work: for this series, A job 
richly well done in all aspects. 

In closing, | guess there’s nothing left to say 
except thanks for a fun ride this time 
around...and Pll see you soon for the next 
helping! 


David Peattie 
4517 Birch Bark Rd. 
Concord, Ca. 94521 


Thanks, David, your comments are greatly 
appreciated. We do beg to differ regarding the 
use of a cliffhanger ending. We thought it worked 
well with THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK, and with 
RAPTORS ATTACK you didn’t have to wait over 
a year for the next series. 


Before we leave we'd like to encourage ever) 


JURASSIC PARK: RAPTOR RENDERINGS c/o TOP} 


one to send your letter of comments to: 
COMICS, 254 36th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11232 


ALL-NEW XENOZOIC EXCITEMENT! 


~ PLUS: SPECIAL BACKUP STORIES BY AN ORIGINAL CREATOR OF IMARS ATTACKS! 
FULL SIZE! COMPUTER COLOR BY DIGITAL CHAMELEON! 
JS: A BIND-IN POSTER —- PHOTO CHECKLIST OF ALL 55 ORIGINAL MARS ATTACKS CARDS! 


